
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
   
  
  
  
   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Youth Leaders     
On a recent weekend our Maintenance Foreman (and captain of 

Namikango’s soccer team), Joel Chimpeni, attended a large youth 
gathering in Southern Malawi.  Joel works with the youth on our 
campus and at the local church here, as well as helping to coordinate 
some of the other youth programs initiated by other churches in the 
southern region of Malawi.   

This event provided the opportunity for about 195 young people 
from six districts in Malawi to come together, learn, and also be part 
of sharing God’s word to others.  Part of the weekend event was spent 
with these young people out in the nearby villages - encouraging and 
sharing the Word of God with the villagers.  13 villages had been 
visited when the weekend was over.  It was a good event to begin the 
year for many churches in Southern Malawi.  Ben Hayes 
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Extreme Damage at Ntonda School  by Eric Gephart 
It was a normal school day . . .  

Friday, January 18th at Ntonda Primary.  Ntonda is a First through 
Seventh Grade school with 1,800 students that is sponsored by 
Namikango Mission. 

Heavy rain clouds rolled across Southern Malawi as the students 
gathered for classes. It is the middle of the rainy season here, so these 
ominous clouds were nothing unusual. They promised a good rain for the 
local crops.  As the day wore on the storm got darker and louder.  This 
too, was normal for the rainy season. However, this particular storm stirred 
up winds so strong that it frightened the children. At one point, the 
teachers and students noticed that the roof of their classroom was shaking 
and beginning to lift up.  

Acting quickly, the teachers moved the students from two of the five 
classrooms. Minutes later the roof not only lifted up, it blew completely 
away!  Students had taken shelter in another school room but the winds 
began to tear the roof off that building.  Again, the children had to quickly 
leave that classroom as well.  They watched more of the roofs being blown 
away. Then, even the brick walls began to come down under the intense 
winds of the storm.  

When the storm finally subsided, the school leaders sent all the 
children home so they could review the damage caused by the storm.  The 
first block of classrooms lost its roof plus had significant structural 
damage.  The second block had three classrooms destroyed in the storm. 

The damage was so significant that the buildings will not be able to be 
repaired – they must be torn down and completely replaced. 

The Ntonda community, the local chiefs, and the school committee 
assessed the damage.  They will save as much of the tin and bricks as 
possible for later use.  

Namikango Mission sent a delegation to review the damage and 
discuss a way forward. As of now, the students will be having their classes 
outside under the large trees on campus. Of course, this is by no means 
a long-term solution. Even short-term it is difficult because we still have 
several months of rainy season left and the students need a safe 
environment in which to learn. 

We will need lots of generous support to help us restore this once 
vibrant school and we will begin rebuilding as soon as we can.  
Namikango Mission and the Christian Relief Fund have been responsible 
for the building and maintenance at Ntonda School.  If you wish to help, 
mark your check "School Repair" and Send to: Namikango Mission, Box 
21, South Houston, TX 77587. 

Ben reports on estimates he has received - the two school blocks will 
cost from $50,000 to $80,000 each. This means that a minimum of 
$100,000 will be needed . . . and these expenses will be on top of the 
expenses for projects already underway at Namikango Mission - where 
we will need approximately $300,000 to finish our ongoing work toward 
getting us ready to open the English Bible School at Namikango.  Please 
remember all these needs in your prayers.  God will show us the way! 
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What a powerful image 
I was amazed in our recent bedtime Bible 

reading of Luke 9 - - - you know this story; there 
were 5,000 men who needed to be fed and the 
apostles had only 5 loaves and 2 fish.  Yet with 
Christ by their side, they were able not only to 
feed the entire crowd, but to have 12 baskets-
full left over.  That means there was ONE full 
basket of food left for each apostle. What a 
powerful image.  Just when we think something 
is impossible, we wind up with more blessings 
than when we started. We may feel we have 
"only" a limited amount of help to share with 
others, but God can perform wonders with our 
gifts to Him, even the smallest of gifts.  AND 
amazingly, we often wind up with more than 
when we first began.  Sidney Vaughn 



The Final Phase – Admin. Block    by Ben Hayes 
 

Construction on the Administration Building is progressing well.  The floor for the 
second level of the building has been laid and the walls and structure for the second 
level will now be worked on.  We have paid for the construction of this building in 
phases and now need to pay for the final phase ($41,800).  This building is part of 
our overall plan towards the Bible school on campus and needs your continued 
support.  As mentioned previously, this building will provide a place for our 
expanding office staff as well as freeing up other existing space which will be used 
for the new Bible school. 

If you would like to contribute towards this important project by helping complete 
the payment for the Admin. Building, it would make a massive impact on our current 
financial situation.  We’re thankful for all your prayers and support.  
     Blessings, Ben 

 

 
 

There and Back Again… 
In January, I had the unique blessing of making a quick trip 

back to the US to attend the Namikango Board Meeting.  The 
team here was very supportive with my being away for the two 
weeks and it was very beneficial to get to be with the Board 
Members as we discussed Namikango’s future.  In addition to 
the meeting, I also had the chance to visit several individuals 
and congregations in the West Texas area with Bob Mize, who 
has been helping Namikango fundraise for upcoming projects.   

I finished off my trip in Houston with some special time with 
my parents. All in all, it was a great trip, though I was glad to be 
back with my family and team in Malawi.  The change from cold 
(in the US) to hot and rainy (in Malawi) was a stark contrast.  
When I arrived back the rainy season was in full swing.  One of 
my Malawian co-workers noted when I returned to the office, 
that I looked “different.” 

“Do I look larger?” I 
asked, as that is the typical 
stereotype assumption for 
missionaries who go back 
to the US and eat a lot.  
“No" he said, "you just 
look…very white.”  
“Ahhh…well yes, it was 
cold in the US.”  

Both Africa and the US 
have parts of “home” for 
me.  It’s a blessing to be reminded of the good friendships we have at 
home and here with those we work with.  It’s good to be back.   
     Ben Hayes 

 
 

Annual Planning 
Like many of you, every year at this time, we spend a lot of time planning for 

the upcoming year and reviewing the previous year. Ryan, Eric, and I met with 
people from each of our departments and spent several weeks planning for our 
ministries. We then came together as an entire staff and shared our goals for the 
year together.  It’s a busy time, but also very fruitful and necessary.  We 
appreciate your prayers as we ask God for guidance in how best to make the 
largest impact possible in 2019.     Ben Hayes 

 
 



The new fence was completed a while back and we have received many good comments 
about how nice it looked, but there was still something missing - a major piece.   

This last week we finally got to install the 6-foot-long sign on the fence.  It makes a bold 
statement for those driving by that this is “Namikango Mission.”  This is a nice addition to an 
already good-looking property.   Ben 

 

 
 
 

Financial Report for January 2019 
Balance Dec 31st ................... $3,632.69 

January Contributions ......... + $24,568 
Projects/Reserve Funds ............. + $29,600 
    (Ntonda School Rebuild ....... + $15,000) 
Transfer of Reserve Funds ......... + $10,000 
Jan Expenses ................... – $65,122.93 
Mission Operating & Pension .... -$18,850 
Printing & Postage ........................ -$947 
Operating Expenses .................. -$3,500 
PayPal Online Fees  .................. -$25.93 
FINAL Pyt-Admin Building...... -$41,800 

 

Operating Balance Jan 1st .... $2,677.76 
 

 

Missionaries 
http://www.NamikangoMission.org 

Ben, Becca, Braylon, 
Brooklyn, & Britain Hayes 
BenBecHayes@hotmail.com 
http://hayesmalawi.wordpress.com 

Ryan, Justine, Amelie, 
Lily, & Rylee Hayes 

RyanHayes@cmfi.org 
 JustineHayes@cmfi.org 

http://ryandjustine.wordpress.com 

Eric Gephart 
EricGephart@cmfi.org 

Editor  
Sidney Vaughn 

sidneyv@swbell.net 
713-944-8484 

Mail Contributions to: 
Namikango Mission 

P. O. Box 21 
South Houston, TX 77587 

Churches Individual Contributors 
Anna St. CofC, Amarillo, TX 
Ashlan Ave. CofC, Fresno, CA 
Canyon Hills CofC, Canyon, TX  
Clinton CofC, Clinton, MO 
Crescent Park CofC, Littlefield, TX 
Eastside CofC, Petersburg, TX 
Evergreen CofC, Evergreen, TX 
The Branch, Farmers Branch, TX 
Hwy. 44 CofC, Robstown, TX 
Hillcrest CofC, Weatherford, TX 
Kimberling City CofC, Kimberling City, MO 
Memorial CofC, Houston, TX  
Mt Pleasant CofC, Bloomington, IN 
New Beginnings CofC, Houston, TX 
9th & Colorado CofC, Chickasha, OK 
Ninth St. CofC, Ballinger, TX 
Normandy Ave CofC, Sweetwater, TX 
North Side CofC, Robert Lee, TX 
Northside CofC, Grants Pass, OR 
Northwest CofC, Abilene, TX 
Pleasant St CofC, Springdale, AR  
Quaker Ave. CofC, Lubbock, TX 
Riverview CofC, Bakersfield, CA 
Rock Creek CofC, Silverton, TX 
S. Fulton St. CofC, Denver, CO 
Stanton CofC, Stanton, TX 
Welch CofC, Welch, TX 
 

Individuals 
Kevin & Katie Alexander 
Bill & Jenny Amonette 
Sammy & Laveta Amsler 
Jerry & Jane Baker 
Jo P Beard 
James & Charlotte Bertram 
Larry & Reba Branum 
Jerry & Norma Brown 
Bryan & Lana Burson 

Barney & Paula Christian 
Bobby & Billie Clark 
Dwayne & Janice Cockrum 
Ora Lee Coor 
Cliff & Mary K. Crumpler 
Justin & Michelle Custer 
Ima Lee Daniels 
Albert & Vera Davis 
Steve & Rene Davis 
Mrs. Pat DeVore 
Eastside Compassion 
Gladys Ellis 
Gary & Jane Evans 
Ricky Everett, Jr. 
Arch L. Ferguson Foundation 
Lynn & Jane Fisher 
Darrell Fleming 
Roye & Katy Gibson 
Ann Gilbreth 
Mark & Shari Gomez 
Roger & Judy Gomez 
Forrest Grant 
Oran & Nadean Green 
Dale & Sharon Haines 
Dan & Byrdie Hawley 
Ellen Hawley 
Kenneth & Debra Hawley 
Kirk & Susan Hayes 
Truman & Mauriene Hayes 
Dr. & Mrs. Tony Hopper 
Neita Horton 
Robin Hughes 
Linda Hunt 
Bill & Cheryl Jones 
Velma Knox 
Steve & Mary Krablin 
Mrs. Mack (Marsha) Lee 
Glynda Quaid Madison 

Gerald & Mrs. Johnie Mancill 
Debbie or Dennis McCain  
Jacob & Nancy Miller 
Bob & Charlotte Mize 
Duane & Lisa Mize 
Stan & Sue Monkress 
Sean & Lisa Monticello 
Nathan & Rachel Nash 
Nick & Peggy Olenik 
Ellis & Vircille Owens 
Ralph W. & Lee Phillips 
Greer & Angie Pittman 
Larry & Valerie Poage 
Gerardo Quiroga 
Thelma Reed 
James & Joy Rettmann 
Portis & Helen Ribble 
Gene & Melody Sheets 
Ian & Danetta Shelburne 
Mrs. Delbert (Yvonne) Smith 
Mike & Linda Stevens 
Vivian Thane 
O’Leta Thomas 
Mae Thompson 
Karl & Connie Thornburg 
Shirley Todsen 
Mary Vaughn 
Nova Vaughn 
Ronnie Vaughn  
Sidney & Anita Vaughn 
Debbie Weaks 
Jimmy & Sue West 
Wayne & Joy Wheeler  
Forrest & Jo Whitlow 
Rob or Keva Wilkinson 
Doug & Mary Chris Wilks 
Lendal & Peggy Wilks 
John & Jenny Yorsky 

Note: All gifts received will be used at the direction of the Board of Directors of Namikango Mission, Inc. 
 

Dear Sidney, 
Thank you for your faithfulness in the Namikango 
Mission work.  Mauriene and I appreciate you and 
your family.  We would like to give to the Building 
Fund Drive and the Operating Fund Reserves.  Our 
love and prayers – Truman & Mauriene Hayes 

 

 

Great work guys!  Hope to see you all soon.   
God bless!  Nathan & Rachel Nash 

In loving memory of 
Murrell & Elgie Spence 

Don & Linda Lipsey 
 

In loving memory of 
Thelma Clark  
Duane & Lisa Mize 

This contribution is from the Evergreen, TX, Church of 
Christ in honor of Judge (Joel) Whitmire who has 
preached here since his youth.  He has had to retire 
to an assisted living facility due to his Parkinson’s 
Disease.  Please use this toward the Medical facilities. 

 

Sending this check in memory of our folks – Murrell & 
Elgie Spence.  Thank you; we enjoy getting our 
Newsletter from Namikango Mission and seeing all 
the good work being done in God’s name.   

Don & Linda Lipsey 

 
   New Fence/Sign 

 

 




